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Dear Sister: 


= have made a statement of my ee as I am 

liable to check out any time. I hed a hard nervous chill last 
night. I want you antl Pete to cet what you are enti tied teo.-2 
suggest that you print four copies sending each of our brothers 

pe ONE , end one for Pete, keeping the original and employ 4 rood 
—+——Lawyer,bring_him_out_here and Twill turn Pitts original con- 
tract and all letters I have will be all he will need to win a 
ppknk suit to break up Pitts deed and force him to a just set- 
tlement. 


Send them a copy of this letter also. As ever, 


Nettie. 


‘July 25, 1942. 


This is to certify that I, Nettie C. Branning, and Lillien ¢. 

West are daughters of Moses N. and flle B. Carlisle. At out liother' s 
death we received our share of her estate and now claim ane siaee of our 
father's estate, our birthright. Because as follows: — 

I, Nettie C. stayed in the home for twenty years, a pure and obedient 
daughter, doing a good share of the homework. Then married B. A. Rhodes, 
a fermer. I assisted my parents in every way that I could with farm pro- 
duce, etc., especially during a forty day illness of our father with ty- 
phoid fever, and frequent attacks of asthma of my Mother. Lillian, then 
e mere girl assumed full responsibility fer nursing then, and whan my 
mother inherited the large body of lend from her father's estate at what 
is now known as Callaway, and as soon as our parents were able to trevel | 
(by wagon and team) Lillian came with them to the land mentioned. Here ; 
she faced the wardshene and denger in this wild country and did a man's 
work in building e home. | 

My husband had the misfortune to lose what he owned in Alabama, so my | 
parents deeded us one hundred sixty (160) acres of land, also twenty | 
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the timber and fallen wood of all they owned. “Yr. ‘Rhodes was to hare 


| 
(20) BaCres, Lf i remember correctly) and—-gev e - us 2 EN year lease on | 


timber cut and sold, keep up a cordwood con father had to 
furnish a steamboat and we, my parents and ws to equally divide the pro- 
ceeds. This program was being carried out when my brother Pitt Ml. Carlisle 
appeared on the scene with a contract to locate the terniens of the BC & 
St. Andrews Railroad here. He got an old friend, Mr. B. He Engrem of Troy, 
Alabama to go in with him and he we ir. Engram furnished the money to 
purchase fewn cor parents enovgh land xm at @ 12.50 per acre to plat the 
town site. They needed the land that had been deeded to me so I deeded 


it back, and received an advancement of forty (40) acres in another 


\ 


| 
I 


- quired constant care. He got beyond my control and due to unbearable 


# 


Dlece. With part of the money they received (the property wes made in 


our mother's name) they remodeled, papered and painted the home, install- 
ing water works from a spring at a cost of $700.00, it was stated at the 
time. Pitt remarried in the meantime and was living in the home, he had 


one child £mx by a former merriage who hed made her home with our parents 


for several years. Lillian rendered every assistance she could, keeping 


ae 


time her clothes. I helped with her sewing and taught her 


betes ber pert of the time in school .. gaving ner B £000 Dart of the . 


she was a splendid musician for a child. — 


After they had lived in this manner for not many months, I pursuaded 
my parents to make a will, leaving them, Pitt and Alma the home, as I 
wanted my sister-in-law to receive full payment for everything she did, 


I had cared for my old helpless mother-in-law for three years and only 


got abuse for my labor. At Mama's death she had not signed the will,but 


bh my brotherg Horace and Howard, Sister and I recognized it, and signed 


a deed to Pitt and Alma, his wife, to ovr rights in the place, they giv-_ 
ing us a contract to give our father a home and care as long as he lived. 


He was getting a $25.00 per month pension, end was able and did a full 


share of the chores on the place. After a few months, they left hi 


and went to Birmingham, and he, our father came to live with me inne 
boarding house in Millville. A greater pert of the time, Pitt did sena 
him $15.00 per month for expenses. This he equally divided with me. He 
also divided his pension, paying me $20.00 per month for boerd. By this 
time, his physical and mental condition, due to his age, was bad and re- 


domestic difficulties, I left my husband and went to Dothan, and got a 


job. Pitt then sent for our father to come to Birmingham. Alama, his 


wife, had died, but he and his dauther were keeping house. 
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In the division of Mama's estete our feather took a child's portion 


which included thirty or more acres of the best concrete sand known in 


the south. This was to revert to her children at his death. So when he | 
went to Pitt in Birmingham, he had him kx make him a deed to this, giving 


him another contract to provide amply for his keep. Soon after this he 


sent him back to me, as I had returned to my home. After a time, Mir. | il 
Rhodes died ane in seven months, i i marr ed Pete Brannine. Pete assumed 
his duties in helping to look after daaay cheerfully rendering 

every service his condition needed. By this time he was expecting Ee 
returns from his sand pit, and other things, and I had no further influence 
over him, so I sold out and went to Live Oak to live, leaving him with 
Lillian. This arrangement held for a time, but he got to wandering away 
from home, and as Mr. West was very i111, Sister sent 2 frantic appeal to 
Pitt to make other arrangements for him. Pitt appealed to me to ge to 
Panama City for hin, promising he would send me $200.00 to build him a 
room, we only had one little room 10 x 14 feet to camp in for we had put 
all our money in a lot and built a store house. We went for him and 
managed to camp until Pete could build a shed on the side of the store, 

and djviged-sAb 1m se: ‘two bedrooms. By doins all (the SarRenrcr ——— 


a m 
he managed to get a comfortable celled room for aeany with good brick fire- eT 


place. Creeping paralysis caused Daddy to decline physically ang mentally 
until he could not turn nor help himself in bed. He did nae eae and 

had a splendid appetite, but I could not manage him alone ies Pete gave up 

his job and for nearly four months nursed hin. After Daday came to Live } 
Oak, his pensison increased to $40.00 per month, and ne turned it over to | 

us. We paid his medicine and the doctor bill, and our own grocery bill out 


of this, so it took it all for us to get by. At one time, Pttt came to | 


see him for a couple of hours and gave me fifty dollars. I put this in | 
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my fast dwindling stock in our little grocery store and lost it on bad 
accounts. When Daddy was slowly sinking, Pitt aad his present wife come 
to see him, the end was near, he did not recognize Pitt for £ some time. 
Pitt told me that owing to the distance he could not come back but wotee 
wire me $200.00 on notice to have his body properly taken care of and 
would meet us in Cottondale. Without notifying me, he got Lillian to 
come to Live Qak expecting to take the body back with her oad, A : 

but the body could not bes moved until properly embalmed. It was in oui 
ioeast ona over two hundred miles, so she , gave me a signed check to be 
filled out with all the expenses, including transportation, which was 
just a few cents over two hundred dollars. Pitt let her bear this ex- 
pense. . We had borrowed $300.00 to buy our first stock and had only been 
able to keep up the ten per cent interest charged. 60 our stock nearly 
gone we had to make a move as the depression was so keen in Live Oak. Pete 
could not get anything to do, so we came back to Millville where he finally 
gos work at the paper mill. Pitt was more fortunate than I for he sold 
what he held at Callaway for several (inceand dollars down payment ana then 
sot it back, a large amount over ehat he hed let Daddy have to live on, it 
200 to $1800.00 in ell. He rent: 


pentine man, and f got all the houses later, the ax hime burned, —— 


still owns the ten acres block it stood on. 

in the settlement of Mama's estate he was due Mama some money so he 
took lots and gave us notes for $190. OO (plus), if I remember correctly. : 
He says Daddy and Horace gave him their notes back. I did not think new A 
would ever pay mine so traded it to my sister for a cook stove. Daddy 


had made a will where he had given much thought to produce a fair settle- 


ment for his children, and had civen it to me, then later @ve me Pitt: 


last contract, I placed #t in the packet mg of letters that they phad 
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tti.vlor his part of the expense he did_not.send anymore. ——— 


so ty ate ook honk 
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p forgotten all about it, until Pitt refused to recognize any rights of 


ours for a share in the big vovernment contracts he landed. He let big 


money in the thousands be taken for income tax and did not give either 
Lillian nor myself a dime. 

At one time, when his areal tare were about to close him out, Litlian 
let him have over $2000.00 to seve the sand pit with his promise to skurn ——~ 
return it es goon as he could write to his daughter, Mrs. Middlebrooks, | 
who wovld send it to him at once. She refused to help him, and Lillian 
says he refused to declare any dividends ,efter the government opened up ‘ 
the Gunnery School, she sold out her claim to others who had the money to } 
open up the pit in a big way. She got her money back with some interest. yi 

Times prior to this were so hard with Pitt he accepted a home with us, 
as I needed him to ate with me at night, and when Pete was at work. He 
was as one of the family doing a share of the home work. We paid all ex- 
panceu Soe some tinmEsx=x time over year after his business bmagx began, 
to pick up, he went back to town and for a time sent us $5.00 per Demeter. 


At Christmas he gave us $60.00, and I guess he figured he had paid fair 
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Pitt says his daughter, Mrs. Mid@lebpooks hae 2 claim on the sand 
pit. If we are forced to go to law for a settlement we will ask her to 
explain why she has a right to inherit this over the rights of my fethers 
own ch@ldren. She never did contribute anything to Daddy(s supvort or — 
happiness tnt ic he lived. I remember only once, when Daddy recived an 
electric foot warmer from her and her stepmother at Christmas. These 
are facts, I disclose on oath and shall ask the Court to grant mf request 
that Pitt be made to recognize our rights and give us our part. I can 
prove by letters that I hold — our dear old Daddy did not mean to dis- 
inherit his other children and Pitt did forfeit his deed when he failed 


to carry out hig contract. 


Signed and written by ¢: 


Nettie Carlisle Branning. 
Witness; July 26, 1942. 


P. Se Rather. than be forcea to go back to Live Oak which we were 
finenciblly unable to do and defend our right, we made a 
deed to our ereditor for the place, only receiving $25.00 

for over $1000.00 investment,besides Pete's labor in doing 


all carpenter work. 
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